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For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Hebrews 4:12
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Reflections

Wrong views about holiness are generally traceable to wrong views about human corruption . .

Dim or indistinct views of sin are the origin of most of the errors, heresies, and false
doctrines of the present day. If man does not realize the dangerous nature of his soul’s disease,
you cannot wonder if he is content with false or imperfect remedies.

J.C. Ryle
from Holiness

See where before the throne He stands,
And pours the all-prevailing prayer,
Points to His side, and lifts His hands,
And shows that I am graven there.

He ever lives for me to pray:
He prays that I with Him may reign:

Amen to what my Lord doth say!
Jesus, Thou canst not pray in vain.

Charles Wesley

The only real life of the Christian is his resurrection life in and with Christ.

Henry Alford

To be a Christian means to have Christ possess you. We usually think of possession as a
negative word. That’s because if anything else possesses you, it’ll drive you crazy. But if Christ
possesses you, he’ll drive you absolutely sane.

Timothy J. Keller
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Call to Worship from Psalm 95
Leader: O God, by your power may we, with all the saints,

All:

The Fifth Sunday
After Pentecost

comprehend the breadth and length and height and depth of the love of

Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that we may be filled with your

fullness.
Leader:

Hymn of Praise:

Amen! Come, and worship Him!

O God Beyond All Praising

O God Beyond All Praising
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Prayer of Praise and the Lord’s Prayer
Confession of Sin
Scripture Reading:  Daniel 9:4-9

I prayed to the Lord my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and awesome
God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his
commandments, we have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning
aside from your commandments and rule. We have not listened to your servants the prophets,
who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the
land. To you, O Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us open shame, as at this day, to the men
of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those who are near and those who
are far away, in all the lands to which you have driven them, because of the treachery that they
have committed against you. To us, O Lord, belongs open shame, to our kings, to our princes,
and to our fathers, because we have sinned against you. To the Lord our God belong mercy and
forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

Corporate Confession of Sin

Merciful, most gracious Father,

We are embarrassed and ashamed to come before you. We have rebelled against your
wisdom. We have preferred the ways of the world to your ways. Our actions and our
very thoughts have been evil and apart from the righteousness to which you have
called us. We have rejected your guidance and we have found ourselves troubled,
confused, and in despair.

Father most gracious, filled with mercy and steadfast love, hear our prayers of
repentance. Hear us when we confess and pour out our sorrows before you. Hear us
and forgive us, not because of anything we have done, not even for our anguished
prayers. Our only call for forgiveness is through the work of Jesus, our Savior, our
hope and the only mediator of the covenant of grace under which we stand. Forgive
us for we pray in His name. Amen

Silent Reflection and Confession



VERITAS REFORMED CHURCH
Sunday Liturgy
June 25
Anno Domini 2023

Clay Staggs,
Leading Elder

Assurance of Pardon and the Peace of God: Romans 5:8-9

The Fifth Sunday
After Pentecost

God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since,
therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from

the wrath of God.

Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of our

Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Collection of Tithes & Offerings

Hymn of Response: Are You Weary, Are You Languid

Are You Weary, Are You Languid

Allegretto
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Are you wea-ry, are you lan-guid, are you sore dis- stress'd?
Is there di - a - dem, as Mon-arch, that His brow a - dorns?
If | still hold close-ly to Him, what has He at last?
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"Come to___ me' says One, "and_ com - ing, be at rest.”
"Tes, a___ crown, in ve - ry__ sure - ty, but of thorns.”
"Sor - row__ van-quished, la - bor__ end - ed, Jor - dan passed.”
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Has He marks to lead me to Him, if He be my Guide?
If | find  Him, if | fol - low, what His prom -ise here?
If I ask Him to re - ceive me, will He say me nay?
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"In His feet and hands are__wound-prints, and His side.”
"Man -y a sor-row, man -y a la - bor, man - ya tear"
"Not  till__ earth and not till__ heav - en pass a - way."
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Offertory Prayer Jeremy Jones
Hymn: Doxology
Affirmation of Faith The Nicene Creed
Leader: What do you believe about the Lord Jesus Christ?
People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of the Father before all worlds;
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God;
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made.
Who, for us and for our salvation, came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary,
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father;
and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life;
who proceeds from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Hymn: Gloria Patri

Prayer of Intercession

Hymn of Preparation: By Grace I'm Saved, Grace Free and Boundless

(Music on Next Page)
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By Grace I'm Saved, Grace Free and Boundless

It is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. Eph. 2:8,9
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Johann B. Kénig's Harmonischer Liederschatz, 1738
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The Preaching of the Word

Scripture:  Ephesians 2

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course
of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the
sons of disobedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out
the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of
mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved
us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace
you have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places
in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may
boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by
what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—remember that you were
at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers
to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ
Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself
is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of
hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create
in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to
God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. And he came and preached
peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. For through him we both
have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you
are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom
the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you
also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades,
People: But the Word of our God will stand forever!

Sermon: Reconciled To God Rev. Joel Gibson
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Sermon Points:

I.  We Were Dead (1-3)

II. 'We Were Made Alive in Christ (4-10)

III. We Are One in Christ (11-22)

Prayer

The Sacrament of Communion
Distribution of the Bread
Prayer

Distribution of Wine

Prayer

The Giving of Peace
Pastor: May the peace of Christ be with you!
People: And also with you.

Closing Hymn: I Know That My Redeemer Lives, Glory Hallelujah

(Music on next page)
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281 IKnow That My Redeemer Lives—Glory, Hallelujah!

1 know that my Redeemer lives. Job 19:25

Unison DOm c Om Gm’ Om
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/.1 know that my Re- deem-er lives— glo - ry. hal - le lu - jah!
2. He lives, he lives, who once was dead— glo - ry, hal - le lu - jah!
3. He lives to bless me with his love— glo - ry, hal - le - lu - jah!
4. He lives, all glo - ry to his name!— glo - ry, hal - le - lu - jah!
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What com - fort this sweet sen-tence gives— glo - ry, hal - le - lu - jah!
He lives, my ev - er - last-ing Head— glo - ry, hal - le - Ilu - jah!
He lives to plead for me a - bove— glo - ry, hal - le - lu - jah!
He lives, my Je - sus, still the same— glo - ry, hal - le - lu - jah!
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Shout on, pray on, we're gain-ing ground— glo - ry, hal - le - lu - jah!
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Benediction: Ephesians 3:20-21
Pastor: Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask

or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and
ever. And God’s people said:

All: Amen!



